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1) An Index to Wills Proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, 1750-1800.
This can be purchased or consulted at the Society of Genealogists (SoG) in
London. It first appeared in 6 volumes. As they go out of print, new editions
appear in microfiche. It is a fully alphabetical list giving year, full name, place,
month and Public Record Office reference. The Society also has an index to
administrations (where there was no will, or named executors were unable to
act) for this period, but it has not been published.

2) Index to the Bank of England Will Extracts 1807-1845. The SaG has published
on microfiche, the index to the extracts. These were copied from wills that make
reference to Government and Bank of England investments. There are more
than 31,000 entries, for men and women from all walks of life. The index
includes full name, occupation or status, address, year and reference.

3) Index to PCC Wills and Administrations 1701-1749. This is a fully alphabetical
index to all testators, not just those who prepared a will. It is available for
searching at the Public Record Office (TNA), Kew and at the Family Records
Centre in London.

4) There are printed indexes to wills and administrations for the years up to 1700
(wills, 1383 to 1700; administrations, 1559 to 1660) most of them in volumes of
the British Record Society. These fully alphabetical indexes are on open
shelves in the Family Records Centre and on microfilm and microfiche in the
Family History Library (FHL). A listing of the years covered by each of the
volumes is in Probate Jurisdictions (Gibson, 1996). Some university libraries
also have these on microfiche.

5) Index to Death Duty Registers (OORs) 1812-1857. Legacy tax was introduced in
1796. The records continue until 1904, but those for 1812 to 1857 are the most
important because they capture more individuals and because they cover a
period for which only the PRO manuscript indexes are available. The index
reveals the court where probate was granted and the register shows the final
disposition of property. Both resources are on microfilm in the FHL. Unlike the
other three indexes, the one for the DDRs includes probates granted in courts
other than the PCC. It is not a quick search-the index is year by year, and the
names of the testators are grouped by the first letter of the last name.

Administrative rules stated conditions for the referral of a matter of probate to the
appropriate court. For example, the probate of someone who died possessed of
goods to the value of five pounds or more in two or more dioceses, was to be
handled by the PCC or the PCY. But, like any set of rules, there were many
exceptions, so it frequently occurred that use of a particular court did not fit the
guidelines. For information about this see:
• Ancestral Trails: The Complete Guide to British Genealogy and Family History

(Mark Herber, GPC, 1997),
• PCC Wills and Other Probate Records (Muriel Scott, PRO, 1997).

This is the suggested approach adopted by many:
1. Select the county or counties to be searched.
2. Identify the diocese(s) and archdeaconries, and the courts where probate
was most likely to be granted.
3. Ascertain what documents survive - wills, administrations, and
inventories-and what indexes and finding aids have been created.
4. Note the locations and availability of the records and finding aids.

Armed with the knowledge of what exists and what can be accessed, you can create
a research plan. Any university in offering studies in English history, the library may
subscribe to the publications of the British Record Society, or to the reference
publications from Chadwyck-Healey. The National Archive (TNA), has a service
giving free access to digital images of original documents from 1384 to 1858.

Helpful websites
http://www.origins.netlNWIWelcome.aspx?gclid=CNvErJeGI6kCFUtC4QodZgKCsw
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.ukldocumentsonline/wills.asp
http://www. willtranscriptions.co. ukl
http://www.justice.gov.uklguidance/courts-and-tribunals/courts/probate/index.htm
http://www.oz.netl-markhow/englishros.htm (this site lists every Local record Office
in England)
http://www.ancestor-search.info/NAT-NatArchives.htm
http://www.ancestor-search.info/CRO-Yorkshire-AII.htm#CROA

I gratefully acknowledge the help of existing guidelines on the
ancestry website in compiling this handout.
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