
Queen Victoria handout
Alexandrina Victoria was born on 24thMay 1819 the daughter of
Prince Edward, Duke of Kent and of Strathearn, the fourth son of
King George III, and of Princess Victoria of Saxe-Coburg-Saalfeld.
Contemporary accounts suggest she had a very difficult
relationship with her ambitious and power-hungry mother. She
became Queen in zo" June 1837 after her father's elder three
brothers had died without children. From 1st May 1876 she was
also known as Empress of India.

Victoria married her cousin Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg & Gotha in 1840 and they had 9
children. 26 of their 42 grand-children married into European royal dynasties which gave
her considerable influence in European diplomacy as she grew older.
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Albert's death in 1861 led her into many years of deep depression
and grief, becoming a virtual recluse and' feeding many with
republican sympathies. In her later years she regained her early
popularity and there was much rejoicing nationwide at her so"
Anniversary as queen in 1897. Queen Victoria died on 22nd January
1901, the last of the Hanover dynasty. She had reigned for 63
years and 7 months, the longest reigning monarch in British
history.

There can be no doubt that hers was a period of enormous change
in society, a period of industrial, cultural, political, scientific, and

military change within the United Kingdom, and was marked by a great expansion of the
British Empire. The twentieth century saw its inheritance in Britain's waxing and waning of
trade and industry, moral conscience and political stability, all marked by the Victorian era
and its Queen.

Suggested Resources.
For any research about a county the Victoria County Histories are a very useful first port of call. Available at
all main libraries these were originally produced in honour of the Queen.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen Victoria
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic figures/victoria gueen.shtml
http://www.royal.gov.uk/HistoryoftheMonarchy/KingsandQueensoftheUnitedKingdom/The
Hanoverians/Victoria.aspx
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/PRvictoria.htm
http://www.britroyals.com/kings.asp?id=victoria
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